[Desmoplastic melanoma: a study of 23 cases at 3 centres in the Bouches-du-Rhône region].
Desmoplastic melanoma (DM) is a rare form of melanoma, often with atypical and potentially misleading aspects that result in difficult and late diagnosis. Because of the high likelihood of local relapse, practitioners must have a good knowledge of such tumours. A retrospective study of the activities of 3 centres in the Bouches-du-Rhône region between 1998 and 2010 enabled us to collate 23 cases of DM and analyse the clinical and histological features of the disease as well as patient survival. Fifteen of the 23 patients (65.2%) were male with a median age of 64.4 years. Mean Breslow thickness was 7.56 mm. The numbers of AJCC (American Joint Committee for Cancer) stages I, II, III, IV were respectively 4.1, 66.7, 20.8 and 4.1%. Thirteen patients presented relapse, with a mean time to onset of 21 months. The initial relapse involved the skin in 1 case, the lymph nodes in 2 cases, the organs in 5 cases, the organs and subcutaneous region in 1 case, the organs and lymph nodes in 2 cases, and the organs, lymph nodes and skin in 1 case. While DM presents a higher rate of local relapse than classical melanoma, this trend appears to subside in the case of thick DM, in which relapse also involves the lymph nodes and/or organs.